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NEWS & EVENTS

115 Degrees were conferred during the 10th Convocation

The National Institute of Pharmaceutical Education and Research
(NIPER) Raebareli, an Institute of National Importance, held its 10th
Annual Convocation today. The ceremony was held at Atal Bihari
Vajpayee Auditorium, BBAU, Lucknow.

A total of 115 students, among them 111 M.S. (Pharm.) And 4 phd
students, were awarded their degrees during the convocation. Gold
medals were given to Ms. TANIMA DUDANI (Dept. Of Medicinal
Chemistry), Ms. HARSHITA SADHANA (Dept. Of Pharmaceutics), Mr.
TEJAS KUMAR A (Dept. Of Pharmacology & Toxicology), Ms. GHUME
PRAJAKTA CHANDRAKANT (Dept. Of Regulatory Toxicology) and
Mr. GOKUL G NAIR (Dept. Of Biotechnology).

Shri Amit Agrawal, IAS, Secretary, Department of Pharmaceuticals,
Govt. of India, was the Chief Guest; Prof. Raj Kumar Mittal, Vice
chancellor, BBAU, was the Guest of Honor and Dr. Madhu Dikshit,
Chairperson, Board of Governors, NIPER-Raebareli presided over
the function. The Board members and Senators participated in the
academic procession led by the Registrar.

In his convocation address Shri Amit Agrawal congratulated the
graduating students. He said that India's pharmaceutical sector
plays a crucial role on the global stage, particularly in the generics
market. However, to maintain competitiveness, there is a pressing
need to advance in the value chain through innovation,
development of new molecules, biologics, and medical devices. The
NIPERs play a crucial role in supporting these advancements.
Additionally, there is an increasing demand for skilled professionals
in pharmaceutical research and development, regulatory affairs,
pharmacovigilance, and related fields, which NIPERs help address.
Prof. Raj Kumar Mittal, in his address, said that Pharmaceutical
sciences hold a unique place in the world because they directly
impact the well-being of people. Your contributions can help to
alleviate suffering, improve quality of life, and save lives. This is an
enormous responsibility, but it is also a rare privilege. As you step
into your professional life, | urge you to remember that every
discovery you make, every innovation you develop, and every
product you bring to market has the potential to transform lives.

We have evolved from a largely agricultural economy to a global
leader in pharmaceuticals and technology. Our pharmaceutical
industry is a shining example of how we have harnessed our
scientific expertise to make a significant impact on the world stage.
India is now recognized as the "Pharmacy of the world," supplying
affordable medicines to over 200 countries, but we must not stop
here.

Cheering the graduates with the urge to keep the NIPER-Raebareli
flag high, Prof. Shubhini A. Saraf, Director, NIPER-Raebareli,
presented the Institute Report for Academic Year 2024-2025. Prof.
Shubhini said the As India strides confidently towards becoming a
global leader in pharmaceutical science and technology, students
hold the power to tackle the pressing challenges of our time: to
ensure that quality healthcare is accessible to all, to create
innovative medical devices, to drive the development of unmet
medical needs, and to promote the health and well-being of
individuals and communities alike. She hoped that NIPER students
would accomplish significant milestones and bring glory to their
alma mater.

BioNext-2025: National Conference on Biologics and Biosimilar Medicines

Biologics and Biosimilar

A two-day national conference titled “BioNext-2025: Biologics and Biosimilar
Medicines as Therapeutic Solutions”, organized by the National Institute of
Pharmaceutical Science and Research (NIPER), concluded successfully. The
conference, being held at Hotel Holiday Inn in Lucknow, is witnessing
participation from scientists, academicians, industry experts, researchers, and

students from across the country.

The program commenced with the ceremonial lighting of the lamp. In the
inaugural session, Prof. Shubhini Saraf, Director of NIPER-Raebareli, delivered
the welcome address and highlighted the growing significance of biologics and
biosimilar medicines. She emphasized that these therapies are becoming a
cornerstone of modern healthcare, especially in the treatment of serious
diseases such as cancer, autoimmune disorders, vaccines, and metabolic

conditions.

s Therapeutics

The Chief Guest, Ms. Kritika Sharma, IAS, MD, Uttar
Pradesh Promote Pharma Council, in her inspiring
address, described NIPER-Raebareli as an emerging center
of excellence in pharmaceutical sciences and
biotechnology. She stated that institutions like NIPER are
not only advancing cutting-edge research but also
strengthening  skill development, industry-oriented
training, and the practical application of research.

She further noted that biologics and biosimilars are no
longer “medicines of the future” but are actively
transforming patient care today. Their impact is rapidly
growing in the treatment of cancer, autoimmune, genetic,
metabolic, and infectious diseases. At the same time, she
highlighted key challenges associated with these
medicines, including ensuring quality, affordability, large-
scale manufacturing, regulatory clarity, and compliance
with global standards.

The Chief Guest also stressed the importance of such
conferences, as they bring together scientists, clinicians,
industry professionals, and regulatory bodies on a
common platform, enabling open dialogue and the
development of practical solutions.

During the technical sessions, Dr. Ravishankara M.
Nagaraja from Sun Pharma delivered a lecture. In addition,
various invited talks, poster presentations, and flash talks
focused on recent advancements in biologics, vaccines,
and immunotherapeutics.
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Guest lecture on “ADAMTS13/VWF

Prof. Anil Chauhan, Professor of Internal
Medicine, Carver College of Medicine,
University of lowa, USA, delivered an
insightful guest lecture on
“ADAMTS13/VWEF axis in thrombosis and
stroke” on November 6, 2025. The
session provided valuable perspectives
on molecular mechanisms and clinical
implications, greatly enriching the
knowledge of students and faculty.

Lecture Series

NIPER-Raebareli organized a Lecture Series
for students from 11th-20th November
2025. The sessions covered diverse themes
including Endocrine and Reproductive
Toxicity, Neurobehavioral Toxicity, and
Regulatory Aspects of Pollutants, along
with a special session on Career
Opportunities in Toxicology and Research
Abroad. Prof. Som Niyogi delivered an
insightful session as part of Series.

Students visited laboratories

B. Pharma and M. Pharma students from
Saroj Institute of Technology and
Management, Lucknow, visited the
laboratories of NIPER-Raebareli, gaining
firsthand exposure to the latest
scientific advancements in
Pharmaceutical Sciences. The visit
offered enriching interactions, practical
insights, and a closer look at cutting-
edge research facilities.

Fogging and Pest Control Activities

T T

As part of the Special Campaign for Disposal of Pending Matters
(SCDPM 5.0), NIPER-Raebareli carried out Fogging and Pest Control
Activities across the campus to ensure a clean, healthy, and
hygienic environment inside the campus. This initiative reflects our
continued commitment towards maintaining cleanliness, safety,
and well-being of all.

Insightful discussion with Mr. Anil Matai

NIPER-Raebareli was honoured to host Mr. Anil Matai, Director
General, OPPI, for an interactive session held on October 8, 2025.
Prof. Shubhini A. Saraf, Director, NIPER Raebareli, welcomed and
felicitated Mr. Matai on this occasion. The session featured
insightful discussions on the pharmaceutical landscape, academia—
industry collaboration and professional growth, providing valuable
learning for students and faculty members.

Commemoration on Gandhi Jayanti
NIPER-Raebareli commemorated Gandhi Jayanti, paying
heartfelt tribute to Mahatma Gandhi, the Father of the Nation.
we reaffirmed our commitment to his timeless ideals of truth,
non-violence, peace, and social harmony.

"Vigilance Awareness Week"
NIPER - Raebareli observed "Vigilance Awareness Week" from
27th Octber to 2nd Nov 2025. NIPER - Raebareli remains
unwavering in its commitment to transparency, integrity and
accountability.

Vigilance and Unity Pledge
Vigilance Awareness Week and National Unity Day were celebrated
with great enthusiasm at NIPER-Raebareli. Faculty members and
staff took the Vigilance and Unity Pledge.

Preamble reading on Constitution Day

Indian Constitution Day was celebrated on Nov 26, 2025 at NIPER
- Raebareli with the Preamble reading led by the Director, with
collective participation of all Faculty, officials and staff.

RESEARCH & INNOVATIONS

an ANRF Advanced Research Grant (ARG) has been awarded
for cutting-edge research on PSMA-targeted antibody-drug
conjugates for synergistic photodynamic and photothermal
therapy in castration-resistant prostate cancer.

Dr. Ravinder Kaundal and his group’s research article
accepted in the reputed journal Food Bioscience (Impact
Factor: 5.9). Title: Apigenin mitigates Perfluorooctanoic
acid (PFOA) induced colon toxicity via modulation of Nrf2
and NF-kB pathways"

Dr. Sandeep Chandrashekharappa and his research team
published their research article in Molecular Diversity
(Springer). Title : "One-Pot Synthesis and Biological
Evaluation of Substituted 7- Chloroindolizines as
Antimicrobial, Antioxidant, and Anti-Inflammatory Agents"

An ANRF Advanced Research Grant (ARG) has been awarded for
innovative research on plant-derived extracellular vesicles
targeting advanced therapy for castration-resistant prostate
cancer.

Dr. Keerti Jain and her research group from the Department
of Pharmaceutics recieved grant of an Indian Patent (No.
575438) titled “Amphotericin B-Loaded Zein-Based
Formulation and its Process of Preparation.”

Dr. Saurabh Awasthi’s research article in the prestigious journal
ACS Nano. Title : Selective and Controllable Trapping of Single
Proteins in Nanopores Using Reversible Covalent Bonds.

Dr. Keerti Jain and her research group, granted an Indian
Patent (No. 576526) for their innovative work on
antitubercular pharmaceutical formulation.



https://x.com/NIPERRaebareli/status/1993574358359716033

ACHIEVERS

3rd position in Oral Presentation

Shreyash S.  Yadav, PhD
Scholar, Department of
Pharmacology and Toxicology,
NIPER-Raebareli, under the
mentorship of Dr. Ashok Kumar
Datusalia, for receiving the
Travel Award and securing the

3rd position in Oral Presentation at the
International Conference on  Recent

Advances in Neurochemistry and
Neurological Disorders (ICRANND-2025)
held at Mohanlal Sukhadia University,
Udaipur.

Successfully Defended PhD

Mr. Ambatwar Ramesh Vitthal
successfully defended his
PhD thesis on 13th November
2025 under the supervision of
Dr. Gopal Lal Khatik (Associate
1 Professor,Medicinal
Chemistry, NIPER Raebareli).

Successfully Defended PhD

Mr. Avtar Singh  Gautam
= successfully defended his PhD
viva voce examination on 17th

Nov 2025 under the
supervision of Prof. Rakesh K
| Singh (Department of

Pharmacology and Toxicology).

3rd in Poster Presentation

Ms. Shrawani, MS Pharm
(Regulatory &
Toxicology), under the
mentorship of Dr. Ashok
Kumar Datusalia, secured
3rd position in the Poster
Presentation at the International
Toxicology Convention (EARTH 2025).
The event was held from 12th-15th
November 2025, organized by CSIR-IITR,
Lucknow, in association with ASTRA and
Michigan State University, USA.

GUFIC Prize for Oral Presentation

Mr Chandan Chauhan,
PhD. Scholar,
Department of
Pharmacology &
Toxicology, NIPER-

Raebareli, received the

GUFIC Prize for Oral Presentation (Work
in Indigenous Medicines in India) at
IPSCON-2025—the International
Pharmacological Conference & 55th
Annual Conference of the Indian
Pharmacological Society, organized by
UIPS, Panjab University, Chandigarh.

Award at the IISF-2025

We are proud to share that
Mr. A. Gowtham, PhD Scholar
from the Department of
Pharmacology & Toxicology,
NIPER Raebareli, has been
honored with the Best Oral
Presentation Award at the
[ISF-2025 Young Scientist
Conclave.

Young Investigator Award

Ms. Pooja Singh, Department
of Pharmacology &
Toxicology, NIPER Raebareli,
received the Young
Investigator Award from the
Indian Pharmacological
Society, along with travel
support, at IPSCON 2025.

Invited speaker at CSIR-IITR

Dr. Saba Naqvi of NIPER
Raebareli was the invited
speaker at the
International Toxicology
Convention on “Emerging
Approaches in Risk
analysis and Translational Aspects of
Health and Environment” (EARTH 2025),
held on 12th -15th November 2025 at
CSIR-Indian Institute of Toxicology
Research (CSIR-IITR), Lucknow, where
she delivered an insightful talk on
"Nanotechnology Toxicology: Balancing
Safety and innovation in Healthcare
innovation"

Best Presentation Award

Mr. Romudeep Adak,
Department of
Pharmacology &
Toxicology, received the

Best Poster Presentation
Award from the Indian
Pharmacological Society
at IPSCON 2025.

Fellow in Dr. Rahul Shukla’s Lab

Dr. Pradip Ganpat
Nirbhavane (Amity
University, Gurugram)

has been awarded the
prestigious INSA Visiting
Scientist Programme

Fellowship for 1 month. He will be
working in the Research Lab of Dr. Rahul
Shukla, Department of Pharmaceutics,
NIPER-Raebareli.

Elected as a Fellow

Dr. Rahul Shukla elected
as a Fellow of the
prestigious Linnean
Society of London — one
of the world’s oldest
active biological
societies.

Travel Awardee

| Ms. Gagandeep Kaur, PhD
| Scholar selected as a Travel
Awardee at the International
Conference on  Recent
Advances in Neurochemistry
and Neurological Disorders

(ICRANND), scheduled to be held at
MLSU, Udaipur, Rajasthan  from
November 06-08, 2025.

Poster Talk Speaker Award

Dr. Anchala Kumari
received the Poster Talk
(Oral Presentation) Speaker
Award at theSeminar-cum-
Workshop on  Current
Perspectives in Computer
-Aided Drug Discovery and Biomedical
Research, organized by CSIR-CDRI,
Lucknow on December 9, 2025.

B. Unvas Award

Laboratory of Molecular Neurotherapeutics
received the prestigious B. Unvas Award
by the Indian Pharmacological Society.
This achievement, under the
mentorship of Dr. Ashok Kumar Datusalia,
was recognized at the International
Pharmacology Conference (IPC) & 55th
Annual Conference of the Indian
Pharmacological Society (IPSCON 2025)
held at Panjab University, Chandigarh.

RESEARCH & INNOVATIONS

Dr. Gopal Lal Khatik and Ph.D. scholars Raunak Katiyar and
Sumit Kumar published their research article in the Iranian
Journal of Catalysis (Impact Factor 2.6). Title: Iron catalysed
decarboxylative oxidation photocatalysis of alpha-carbon to

The Research team of NIPER-Reabareli successfully published

phospholipid bilayer.”

access aldehyde/ketone from aryl aliphatic carboxylic acid.

A collaborative research paper by India—UK researchers has
been accepted for publication in RSC Pharmaceutics (Gold
Open Access). Title: Naringenin-encapsulated Nano-cochleate
Hydrogel for Topical Delivery: Cellular Anti-inflammatory

Activity and Dermatokinetic Profiling

aresearch article in LANGMUIR, titled: “Dependence of
disruptive ability of amino acid fibrils upon their physico-
mechanical characteristics: Investigations on a model

A collaborative research paper by researchers from
India & the UK has been successfully accepted in
BioNanoScience (Springer).Title: Synergistic Antioxidant
and Anti-Inflammatory Effects of Baicalin-Loaded
Essential Oil-Based Nano-Phytogel Authors: Ashish D.

Sutar, Kamalinder K. Singh*, and Dr. Rahul Shukla*
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RESEARCH & INNOVATIONS

Dr. Nidhi Srivastava (Associate Professor, Dept. of
Biotechnology) and her research group at NIPER-Raebareli have
been granted the Indian Patent (No. 571177) for their innovative
work entitled- “Novel method for isolation of plant-derived
exosomes and their wide applications thereof.”

Dr Sandeep Chandrashekharappa and his team’s research article
accepted in Tetrahedron (Elsevier).

Title : “Aqueous Ammonia Mediated Catalyst-Free Green Synthesis
of 2,3-Dihydroquinazolin-4(1H)-one Derivatives”

Under the supervision of Prof. Rakesh K. Singh, the team’s research
paper titled “Intranasal AB.-«2 exposure led to neurobehavioral
alteration, neuroinflammatory & neurodegenerative molecular
biomarkers in mice brain” has been published in the Journal of
Neuroimmune Pharmacology (Springer).

Prof. Nihar Ranjan and his research group’s article titled “A
Highly Sensitive Benzimidazole-DNA-Based Biosensor for
Intracellular Detection of Cu® Through a Ternary Complex
Formation” has been published in ChemistrySelect (Wiley).

Prof. Sanjay Tiwari and his research group published a research
article titled “Composites based on graphene oxide and NaYF4:
Yb, Er nanoparticles: Correlating the extent of doping with
photothermal performance” in Optical Materials (ELSEVIER).

Mr. Abhishek Sonwani, Senior Research Fellow and Anchal
Pathak, Ph.D. Research Scholar from the Drug Delivery and
Nanomedicine Research Laboratory, under the supervision of
Dr. Keerti Jain published a Research Article titled “Development
and Characterization of Multifunctional Dendrimeric
Nanoconjugates for Delivery of Rutin: In vitro characterization
for potential neuroprotective Application” in the Journal,
Nanomedicine.

Dr. Ravinder Kaundal and his research group have published their
latest research article in the European Journal of Pharmacology
(Impact Factor: 4.7).

Title: "Amlexanox alleviates renal inflammation and fibrosis by
inhibiting CGAS/STING/TBK1 and TGF-B1/Smad signaling"

Dr. Rahul Shukla’s research team paper titled “The interplay of
oxidative stress and neurodegeneration: Nanoantioxidants as a
novel therapeutic approach” has been accepted in the
Microchemical Journal (Elsevier) with an impressive Impact
Factor of 5.1.

Shivam Kumar Pandey (Ph.D. Scholar), Hardev Singh (M.S. Pharm),
and Shad Ahmad (Junior Research Associate - Project), under the
supervision of Prof. Rakesh Kumar Singh, Professor & Head,
Department of Pharmacology and Toxicology, have published their
research in the prestigious journal Free Radical Research (Taylor &
Francis).

Dr. Sandeep Chandrashekharappa and his research team
published a research article in Organic & Biomolecular
Chemistry of Royal Society of Chemistry, entitled “Carboxylate
Migration from Ethyl Cyanoformate to Methylene: Rapid Access
toward Pyrrolo[1,2-a]pyrazines”

Dr. Rahul Shukla and his research team’s paper titled
“Immunopathology to Nanotherapeutics: Redefining Psoriasis
Management in Autoimmune Disease” has been accepted in ACS
Nano Medicine .

Research group led by Dr. Sandeep Chaudhary, Associate
Professor, Department of Medicinal Chemistry, NIPER-
Raebareli, has published a review article in the reputed journal
Bioorganic and Medicinal Chemistry (Elsevier, Impact Factor
3.0).

Ms. Anju (M.S. Pharm) and Mr. Avtar Singh Gautam (Ph.D.
Scholar), under the supervision of Prof. Rakesh Kumar Singh,
published their research in ACS Pharmacology & Translational
Science. Article : “Ferulic Acid Attenuated Interleukin-17A-
Induced Lung Inflammation by Modulating Interleukin-17
Signaling and Tissue Remodeling in a Mouse Model”

Prof. Sanjay Tiwari and his research group published a research
paper entitled, “Comparative anti-amyloidogenic potential of
pristine and nitrogen-doped graphene quantum dots against
amyloid beta protein” in the International Journal of Biological
Macromolecules (Elsevier).

Dr. Nidhi Srivastava and her research team published a research
article entitled “Elucidating the Biological Role of Fenugreek
Seed-Derived Nanovesicles: Isolation, Physicochemical
Characterization, and In Vitro Evaluation”. in the journal ACS
Agricultural Science & Technology!

Dr. Gopal Lal Khatik, Dr. Sandeep Chaudhary, and their research
team from the Department of Medicinal Chemistry, published a
research article in ChemistrySelect (Impact Factor: 2.0)

Title : Exploration and Mechanistic Study of Ni(ll)-Catalyzed
Biginelli Reaction for Regio- and Chemo-Selective Synthesis of
Diverse 4H-Pyrimido[2,1-b]benzothiazoles.

Dr. Sandeep Chandrashekharappa and his research team from
the Department of Medicinal Chemistry, NIPER-Raebareli, have
achieved a milestone with the acceptance of their research
article in the European Journal of Organic Chemistry (Wiley).
Title: “Synthesis of Ethyl 3-phenylimidazo[1,2-alpyridine-2-
carboxylate by Using 2-Aminopyridines, Diethyl Oxalate and
Benzyl Bromides”

Dr. Sandeep Chandrashekharappa and his research team
published a research article in Organic and Biomolecular
Chemistry (RSC). Title: Ethyl 3-Bromopropanoate Mediated
Tandem Knoevenagel-Aldol Annulation: A new strategy for the
synthesis of Indolizines.

Dr. Nidhi Srivastava and her research team published a review
article in the prestigious journal Life Sciences.

Title: Small Molecule MET Kinase Inhibitors: Evolution,
Rational Design, and Early Clinical Knowledge

The Laboratory of Molecular NeuroTherapeutics (LMNT),
Department of Pharmacology & Toxicology and Department of
Regulatory Toxicology, has published a research article in the
European Journal of Pharmacology (IF 4.7).

Dr. Gopal Lal Khatik and Dr. Ashok K. Datusalia has published a
research article in the Journal of Molecular Structure (Impact
Factor: 4.7). Title of the Publication: Chiral pool approach in
design, synthesis, characterization, and evaluation of novel
levorotatory-1,2,4-triazole peptide-like AChE inhibitors

Dr. Keerti Jain and the entire research team’s article titled “Nose-
to-Brain Delivery of Donepezil Hydrochloride via Oleic Acid-
Conjugated PAMAM G4 Dendrimers for the Treatment of
Alzheimer’s-Like Dementia” has been published in the prestigious
ACS Journal - Molecular Pharmaceutics.
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